- BECOMING A CPA

Secret Sauce for Success on the CPA Exam:

Time to Study

BY AMANDA CADY, CPA, MARCLM LLP

A CPA license is the acconnting profession’s
highvest standard of competence, and having
yoar lioense can provide many opportni-
ties for pour career. | struggled with passing
the exam for many years. | had plateased at
the level af sapervisor becise having a CPA
license was required for being promoted o
manager. | wanted more for my cireer, so 1
made passing the exam a pricrity.
Preparing for the CPA Exm takesa
significant amount of time. A cndidate
is reqquired to pass all fonr sections within
18 months of passing the first section. You
I'illhmlom:hmmcuminu |l|.|1:
bul it is not i o
maintain a work-life balance while stadying
for the exam.

HAVEA PLAN

Based on my own experience, | strongly
recommend havinga plan and a stroctorsd
simdy schedule. Some sections will take
mare time than others, and it's impartant
o map oul how mach time poo will need
fior each part. Determine the orderin
which yoa will lake the sections, keepingin
mind how many study hoors each ssction
will require and how mach available ime
you bave every month.

Dot foarget: to Bcior in downtinee as
well. Take a vacation or make plans for
the weekend, hat make sore that all of
your dewntime is factored into yoar study
calemdar. Downtinee will not only improve
your mood but will allow yoar brain a
recovery period (trast me, youo Il need it!).

BUILDYA STUDY SCHEDULE

St your target exam dates and bodld a
smdy schedule. et your awn pace, keeping.
the 18-month window in mind. Cram-
ming fior the exam never works, and while
everyone wants to be done with. stodying
as soonas possible, it's also important to
stmidy smart. Cramming the material does
not allow Lime Lo aciually anderstand the
concepts and cain lead bo having (o lake
aseclion multiple limes. H you take the

|projper time bo stedy, chances are yoo will
jpass the exam on your first bry.

Enureilling in a review course can also belp
Coorses are offered onling, in person and
sell stmidy. Spend time rescarching what for-
mat will work best for yoa. Online courses
providea stroctared guide through each
section, whille also allowing for lexibility
inyour study schedale. Most online course
programs utilize plhnners whene you can
enber your largel Exam date, and then it
will populatea calesdar with the namber
af weeks you need o spend an each chapler.
T you like to study at your own pace and are
wery disciplined, 2 seif-stsdy program may
wark best. Review coarses can be costhy;
howewer, it will be ane of yoar best imvest-
meemls in the long run.

BALANCING ITALL

Balncing work, stady and personal time is
defmitely a juggling act. Il yon are currenthy
Incii:rgl'lil.-ﬁml:,onmidrrspﬂliqln

perceniage of yoar sy ples foll benelits
during sabbatical. 1 ok fve months off 1o
concentrabe on stedying, and it made 3 hoge
differemce. It's 2 great way to go il yoar em-
ployer affers something similar. Just be sure
you replace the boors that yon shoold be
at work with study hours. Fven il pou can't
take a sabbatical from work, yoa should
explore other amngements with your
employer. Many firms are flexible when it
comes o studying for te CPA exam, as
yoar suocess is also in their best interest.
You bave to be dedicated and determined
o pass the CPA Exam. Pal the time in now
153 stmdy bard 5o yon only bave o do it once.
You'll have to make some trade-offs, bat
you' Il be glad you did when the four parts
ame done and you have your CPA lioense! £

sumnager in Marcam L1k nafionaf reaf cxlate
services grougs. She i o member af e NJCPA and
zan be reached af ananda sadyjgmarsmi.con.

your empl ive work:
mﬂ.ndluamﬁndum’kw&,
flexible hoars, a work-al- home armnge-
menlk or kaking a sabbatical daring slow
work periods.

A sabbatical will provide you with the
opporinnity to foos all of your efforts on
stmdying withoul the ad ded pressares ol a
fudl-time job. 1 was ledky encagh to bave
this optiom at Maronm, which provides a

(1) rEAD MORE
CPA EXAM INFORMATION
AND RESOURCES
R Cpaunng, T

WATCH MORE

CPA EXAM REVIEW
COURSE Q&M PANEL
mjcpaocrg/videos

MEW JERSEY CPA | JANUARY,FEBRUARY 2010 13




